26      THE MASTER OF THE HILL

Meigs' disgust, was to know f Who those gen-
erals were?/"

Mr.  Wells'   description  of  Dr.   Matthew
Meigs himself is vivid:

"The personal appearance of Dr. Meigs,
who was a finely developed man, in his long,
gaudy wrapper, and his austere face, is fixed
indelibly in my memory.   He was a man of
quick movements, but a splendid disciplina-
rian, and governed the boys by advice and
admonition, not unmixed with fear.   To be
sent to him, or sent for by him, for an infrac-
tion  of  the  rules   or  a  misdemeanor,  was
dreaded worse than if corporal punishment
had been expected.   Much that Dr. Meigs said
was burned into my memory and has served
me well through life.   He was very severe on
the indolent or careless or obstinate, and espe-
cially those scholars who were indifferent or
lazy and did not make preparation for recita-
tions.   He was a most effective teacher.    I
can recall later in the school when I was
studying Geometry that he unexpectedly ap-
peared one day to hear the recitation.   I, like
some other boys, had a fairly good faculty to
memorize, and just before the recitation I
memorized the propositions and could repeat
them parrot-style without comprehending the
subject.    This  day,  when Dr. Meigs unex-
pectedly appeared, he sent me to the black-
board first,   I drew the figure, put the letters
on the angles as in the book; repeated the cap-
tion, and was about to commence wheft hemore he had
